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“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."”
Matthew 28:18 & 20 NIV

. 1 near future.
GrCCtlngs from FaStor Maria Elcna - Nickels for Nutrition (Pennies from
in T_ijuana Heaven) and Stamp Out Hunger
Greetings for everyone with Partners in provided much needed food items for
Ministry! area families.
- Sewing of many clothing items,
The Lord is blessing with souls, children, including curtains, for area children
youth, and adults in La Gloria. The church is and families by the ladies of the New
growing so fast that we Millennium.
have more than 35 children. - Ability to make repairs on several
I have 25 on the waiting list homes in New Millennium and La
and also new adults. Gloria plus the Ministry Mall.
- Continuing ministry at CREER (drug
At New Millennium we rehabilitation) by providing food,
\ also have a few more teaching, sharing, and weekly visits.
. A4d children and adults. The Thanks to Juan Sanchez.
Lord is so good and I feel so blessed serving - Interfacing with a local orphanage.
our Lord Jesus Christ. - Providing medical care at various
locations including the new landfill

La Gloria and the New Millennium youth
went to a Christian music concert. It was a
blessing to see them praising our Lord. We
are having a combined youth event with
other churches. Please pray for us and the

and CREER.
- The Educational Scholarship program.
- Sponsoring of 4 men that are now
attending Bible College.
- Our attorney Octavio Echanvoe’s

youth. professional advice, dedication and
We are preparing peop]e from New work with the Scholarship Program.
Millennium and La Gloria for baptism this - The Encounter team members along
June. Please pray for them. with their many Godly gifts.

God bless you - B

' We thank God that ministry r
Pastora Ma. Elena Hernandez Gomez is happening on a weekly
) L basis and the Ministry Mall |
Tjuana hlghllghts is being used by the /4
During the past year we have seen God in community. This was the FRs§Z
many ways through: vision of Comparieros when
- Pastor Maria Elena’s godly insight, the mall was opened.

personal testimony and her leadership.
- Seeing the children and families
growing in the Lord.
- Several baptisms are planned in the

Special thanks to San Diego Church of the
Brethren, Ken and Mary Aeschbacher and
Alvin Stern for caring for the vans and
providing needed transportation.

——
H
| —



Currcnt Conccm

Currently at the Ministry Mall (community
center) there is an evening event on
Thursdays and a Sunday evening service
every other week. With so many attending
these events, there is standing room only.
All of the rooms are full with others outside
on the balcony. Many others would like to
attend. We are currently looking at different
options to provide more space. Please join
us in prayer as we continue to discern God’s
direction regarding this issue.

Navajoland Mission [~ ncounters

Comparieros en Ministerio has offered
encounters in New Mexico and Arizona
since 2004. We provide ministry and life
skills sessions for three local
churches — Gamerco Church of
~ God and Hooghan Nizhoni
. Church of God, both near
. Gallup, New Mexico, and
Tsaile Community Church,
Tsaile, Arizona.

These life skill sessions have centered on
equipping and encouraging adults. We have
taught on such topics as Christian financing,
church leadership, parenting, freedom in
Christ and much, much more.

Other things we have done in the past along
with teaching have been:
a) Roof repair
b) Rebuilding a porch for a person at
Gamerco
c) Adding a deck on to the parsonage at
Gamerco church
d) Building a handicap ramp for two
sisters
e) Repairing a fence and a picnic table at
Hooghan Nizhoni
f) Constructing an outhouse for a
member of Tsaile Community Church
g) Serving at a homeless shelter in Gallup
that is run by Catholic Nuns
h) Sharing information about dental
hygiene at schools in Gallup, New
Mexico, and Tsaile, Arizona.

——

As you can see the things that we do can
vary, it depends upon the needs at the local
churches and it depends of the giftedness of
the encounter team members.

Two encounters are scheduled for
Navajoland this year. The first one is June
12-19. There are nine people signed up for
this encounter that will be at the Gamerco
Church of God near Gallup, New Mexico
where we will lead a Vacation Bible School.

The next encounter is scheduled for October
16-23 and the deadline for signing up is
August 11. Details for this encounter are still
being worked on, however there is the
possibility of doing some ministry at a
children’s home.

If you are interested in more information on
either encounter, please contact Sharon
Fellers at 937-678-9125 or by email at
boshky@embargmail.com.

CcM 5cho|arship Frogram

February 20-27 a group of 10 (9 from
Castine COB and 1 from Kokomo COB)
went to Tijuana, Mexico. While there we
went to a worship service at La Gloria,
Sunday evening service at the Ministry
Mall, visited CREER, a Juvenile Center,
bought and took food to those in need and
much more, but I will just share about the
scholarship program in this article.

On Monday we met with Pastor Ma Elena
and checked our sponsored students’
attendance for the required
Thursday evening program to
hear the gospel of Jesus
Christ. We were disappointed
that several students |
(including a girl Linda and |
have been sponsoring for

had decided t m‘f‘“‘"‘#
many Yyears) had decided to T 1

stop coming, so we had to

drop them from the program The positive
thing was that we picked up other students
who are coming on Thursdays who want to
be sponsored and are very excited about
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being chosen to be part of our Scholarship
program.

On Tuesday and Wednesday all ten of us
were blessed to work with the scholarship
students and their mothers program. We
started at 10 a.m. on Tuesday at the Ministry
Mall re-registering the sponsored students
and registering new students. Over-come
with so many students wanting to sign up
immediately, one of our team members
stayed at the bottom of the stairs and helped
monitor the number to register. When the
students came upstairs, they had to fill out a
new registration paper and then go into a
side room where we collected their updated
information, gave them their name tag for
their shoes and took their
picture (which will be sent
to their sponsors). After
getting  their  pictures
taken they went back
[ downstairs and waited.
Once we had a van load, it
was off to a department
store that sold shoes.
Many times there were 20 — 30 students and
some moms in one van — what excitement to
see the smiles and giggling of the students as
they were cramming into the van to go get
their new shoes.

At the store the students selected a pair of
shoes from a great variety of shoes. (CeM
buys them two pair of shoes each year).
After they had selected their shoes, they
returned to the van. When everyone was
done, it was back to the ministry mall where
we handed out the shoes to the students to
take home. We bought 97 pair of shoes in
two days! WOW! It is such a blessing to be
part of this ministry. In July we will buy
each student another pair of shoes as well as
their school and gym uniforms.

On Thursday evening we were part of the
Thursday evening program that CeM
sponsors weekly in which the students are
required to attend at least 75% of the time. It
was packed with students and moms. They
had great music and the gospel of Jesus
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Christ was preached. Student’s lives are
being changed.

If you would like to sponsor a child for
$25.00 a month and make a difference in
one child’s educational and spiritual life,
please contact us at 937-692-5871 or email
us at dlhollinger@woh.rr.com. You can also
choose a child you want to sponsor from the
Compafieros en  Ministerio  website:
http://www.companerospartners.org/scholars
.htm. You can also go to this site to find out
more information about the scholarship
program or just give us a call and we will
explain in more detail how the program
works. Pray about it and let us know.

Dave & Linda Hollinger

Hclp Stamp Out Hungcr
Please continue to collect and send in those

cancelled stamps! Only first class cancelled
stamps can be accepted. Just simply

cut them off your envelope, leaving a P
half-inch border all the way around _-}:ti-!'—‘_"

the stamp. Please send them to: Carol
Long, 5208 N 700 W, Wabash, IN
46992. Please DO NOT SEND ANY
STAMPS to CeM’s

The funds from the collection of stamps in
this program are used for supplying food to
CREER (a drug rehab in Tijuana) and
assisting families with basic food needs in
the New Millennium area.

Niclccls for Nutrition

(Fcnnics from Hcavcn)

Many thanks to the Stone Church of the
Brethren, in Virginia for their many years of
faithfully standing with §

Comparieros en Ministerio.
Their  monthly  offering
(Pennies from Heaven) has
fed countless families in
Tijuana and has provided
special treats such as
marshmallows and cookies
for the children at special events.

The
recipients are always very thankful and
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appreciative to receive the food items. We
are blessed to see how God supplies their
need.

Matcrial Witness SCwing Ministrg
If you have been on a mission encounter to
Tijuana and never had the opportunity to go
fabric shopping, let me share my experience
with you. First of all, you need to know that
| do not sew. In fact, I don’t even know
much about fabric, but last October |
volunteered to step outside my comfort zone
and go shopping with Pastor Maria Elena
and with Ruth Ann Jamison.

The fabric store is a large open area filled to
the brim with all kinds of fabrics, thread,
bric-a-brac, lace, etc. The first thing you see
upon entering the store is a couple of bins
overflowing with fabric remnants. This is
where we head first. It’s almost like a
treasure hunt — digging deep into the bins
and seeing what fabric you come up with.
Of course, I was always asking, “Is this
okay? Can you make something out of this?
Is this easy or hard to sew with?” I soon
caught on to what worked and what
wouldn’t and ended up actually having fun
finding fabric and wondering what someone
would make out of it. That day we left the
store with two of the largest garbage bags
filled with fabric that | have ever seen! The
three of us had such a good time that day!

The next day when the ladies came to sew,
they had a lot of fabric to choose from and
kept busy sewing all day. It’s
fun to watch them sew, even
some of the children got
involved with this activity.

The Material Witness fund
was established to help
- finance this ministry. The
money is used to replace
sewing machines and to buy
sewing supplies and fabric. If you would
like to support this ministry by a donation,
please mark it for the Material witness fund
and send it to: Compafieros en Ministerio,

——

PO Box 37, Rushville, IN 46173.

If you wish to donate trims, laces, and

ribbon that you have on hand, please call

Ruth Ann Jamison, Sewing Coordinator, at

937-456-5889 or you can contact Ruth Ann
through email at kdjamison@voyager.net.

~ Sharon Fellers

Castine CoB

Pescadores de [ Hombres
(Fishers of Men)

Mexico Mission [ ncounter

June 20-26, 2009

Our time in Tijuana was a very blessed time.
We each had our own encounters with God
through our many different experiences.

We led worship at CREER Rehabilitation
Center. We gave a puppet show on Jesus
calling His disciples to follow Him. We
provided a powerful message of salvation
that resulted in an alter call with 10-13 men
answering God’s call to begin a new life.
We ended by singing The Doxology. Jamie
and Ramoén (former prisoners who were
born-again) gave their testimonies and
preached the Word of God. We helped the
women on how to make salvation bracelets
while Pastor Maria and Armando translated.
God was truly present that day!

Our team had the pleasure |
of visiting the Casa Hogar
Alcanzando la Vision
(Shelter  Achieving the
Vision) Orphanage to do
some needed construction
and went to the Ministry
Mall to sew and do
Children’s Ministries. At 2 i
the orphanage we purchased and mstalled
four emergency lights, worked on changing
the front metal gated door so it would open
outward instead of inward, worked on fixing
the emergency door exit, and painted the
door and frame. We performed puppet
shows and did crafts with the 38 children
that were there. We also made salvation
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bracelets with the teenagers that were a big
hit. Our team enjoyed playing with the kids
and watching their faces light up with joy.
We were able to provide toys, games, sports
balls, lice Kkits, feminine products, bed
sheets, rice, beans and money to fill their
nearly empty gas tank.

The main project that our men and some of
our women worked on this year was residing
and fixing the roof of a local family’s house.
The house belonged to a family with 4
children from the ages of 4-14 years.
Originally the outside of the house was in
poor condition. The front and sides of the
house were made of miscellaneous pieces of
rotting plywood and contained many open
holes. The roof was constructed of carpet
held on by tires and it sloped inward causing
water to leak into the house during the rainy
season. We resided the house as well as
fixed and added tarpaper to the roof and
painted the outside. When the job was
finished, the outside of the house looked
brand new!

Even though were not able to fix the inside
of the house, we were able to supply their
need and purchase food for them. Even
though this family had very little, they still
took pride in what they had. Our team felt
honored to have taken part in such a project.
It was all done by the grace and for the glory
of God!

Another highlight of our trip was the
Thursday nlght church service held at the
Ministry Mall. Before the
service, the ladies did a
. | fashion show of everything
they had made that week.
We saw pillow cases,
blankets, curtains  and
¥ | purses. After the show, we

=) m’i“’, —.a Were served an appreciation
dinner by the ladies that was muy bueno
(very good)! Pastor Maria led the group in
singing beautiful Spanish worship songs.
The Ministry Mall was packed that night
with standing room only. It was a privilege
for our team to be there and witness the

——

incredible passion for the same God we
serve. These women have grown so much
since a year ago when our team last
worshiped with them. The service concluded
with a heartfelt prayer for our team followed
by many hugs and kisses goodbye. That
night it was hard to leave, but we could not
have asked for a better way to go.

We all are so glad we were called to go on
the trip. We owe a thank you to Pastor
Maria, Armando, Jamie and Ramdn who
became our voices when we could not speak
to the Mexican people. Last, but NEVER
least, we thank our Awesome God who kept
us safe and showed us how truly blessed we
are and how wonderful He is!

Por tanto id y haced discipulos a todas las
naciones. — Mateo 28:19

(Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations — Matthew 28:19)

Forest Park UMC

Lima, Ohio

E_ncountcring (Godin T'juana

In February 2010 | took my flrst mlssmns
trip. 1 spent a week with nine [T
others from Kokomo and !
Castine  Churches of the
Brethren in Tijuana, Mexico.
They described the trip more as
a “mission encounter” because | || 7
the trip is more about '
encountering God rather than - 4
encountering the native people of Tuuana

Having never been that far west, much less
outside the country, | very much wondered
what | would discover. | expected a culture
with less money, older technology, and
fewer conveniences. In that regard, Tijuana
was as | envisioned. However, the people
there place a high wvalue on family,
community, and hard work, which are traits
that seem to be fading from our nation.

Obviously Mexico is not as wealthy as the
United States. Say want you want about the
influence of natural resources, governments,
or economies, but in reality everything they
(and we) have is a gift from God. God long
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ago predetermined our wealth, family,
nationality, and ethnicity. Americans are no
more and no less loved by God than
Mexicans, nor any other people for that
matter.

Things that people do not have can also be a
gift from God. His people in Tijuana praise

: Him for their health, their
families, and the
opportunity  to  worship.
Having less material things,
= the people there better focus
their lives on worship,
{ devotion, and overall show
a much greater interest in
the things of God than I
have ever encountered in the United States.
God has complete control of the
circumstances for these people, and despite
how “terrible” I may perceive their living
conditions, they continue to worship.
Through that God receives glory.
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Now that I'm home, I'm continually
ashamed by my material possessions and the
high value | place on them. | focus my
attention and energies on my personal
interests, and my human nature wants to
push God to the background. It’s a struggle
to remind myself daily the blessings God
has given me, and even harder to use those
blessings for the good of others rather than
myself. Although I don’t deserve to live
here, God must have a reason to put me in
the United States instead of some third
world country. Yet with that blessing comes
the responsibility of being a good steward of
what God gives me. | believe all Christians
are called to “share the wealth,” and we
Americans are unquestionably able to help
others in need.

| am eager to return to Tijuana. Again will |
be reminded of my Christian duty to serve
and share, but also I will be reunited with
the friends | made in February. Deep down,
the only way we are different is the language
we speak. Contrary to my misconceptions,
Mexicans, and all peoples of the Earth, are
the same and made in God’s image. Political

——

boundaries are just man-made lines, and we
should never be afraid to cross them.
Mark Howell
Castine CoB

Join with ComPaﬁcros en
Ministerio

1. Pray that CeM will be obedient to the
Lord.

2. Go on a Mission Encounter to
Navajoland or Tijuana.

3. Collect stamps for Stamp Out Hunger.

4. Sponsor one or more children with an
Educational Scholarship.

5. Collect an offering from your change for
Nickels for Nutrition (Pennies from
Heaven).

6. Pray for Pastor Maria Elena, Armando,
Jaime, & local leaders in Tijuana.

7. Go back on a Mission
Encounter. I

8. Pray for Navajoland -
Pastor John  Thumma, §
Pastor Everett Teller, and
Elizabeth Shaffer.

9. Pray for the pastorate at
Gamerco Church of God
in New Mexico will be filled.

10. Pray for the churches that have partnered
with CeM to go on 2010 Mission
encounters.

11. Collect and send lace & trims for the
sewing ministry in Tijuana.

12. Donate money for the Material Witness
Fund to purchase fabric, supplies, and
new sewing machines.

13. Financial gifts are always appreciated!

These are just some ways you can join in
and share with Comparieros. We truly thank
God for you and give Him all the Glory!!!

cddcdccddcdc
“If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God: if any man minister, let
him do it as of the ability which God
giveth: that God in all things may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom
be praise and dominion forever and ever.

Amen. "’ 1 Peter 4: 11
cddcdccddcdc
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i “l believe in Christianity as | believe that
the sun has risen. Not only because | see
it, but because | see everything by it.”

- C.S. Lewis

ToP Tcn Kcasons to GO ona

Mission [~ ncounter

10. You love eating authentic prepared local
food!

9. The excitement & adventure of being in a
different culture.

. To step out of your comfort zone.

. 'You love people.

. To make new friends.

. Open to Encountering God and His
people.

. To use your God-given gifts.

. To serve God through serving His people.

. God calls you.

. To be obedient to God!

U1 o N
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Mission encounters are where you will
encounter God, the people
you are serving, and the
people in your group! It is a
great experience to be in
ministry together and to serve
God. You will go back home
with a deeper love of God,
the people you served, and of
your group.

Compafieros encounters can : :
be scheduled just about any time of the year.
We regularly schedule encounters in
February, May, June, July, August, October,
and November.

It is preferred that a minimum of 6 people
for an encounter to take place. We can work
with you to help put a group together. If you
sponsor a child, it’s an excellent way to
meet and visit your child!

Give us a call if you feel God is calling you!
For information and to schedule an
encounter, please call Ruth Ann Jamison,
937-456-5889 or email us at
kdjamison@voyager.net

——

The Servant Attitude and
the Mission TriP

The success of a Mission Trip depends
totally upon the extent to which the Holy
Spirit is preeminent in the planning for and
the conducting of the trip.

Your attitude as you approach your role as a
member of the Mission Team is important.
Your anticipation of the trip should be
surrounded by awe and wonderment, even
perhaps some uncertainty about your ability
to serve as God would have you serve. It is
with this attitude of servant hood and
humility that you will experience most
clearly the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
begin to develop the sensitivity and
awareness necessary for ministry.

The attitude of servanthood and humility
that characterizes the Mission Team is an act
of discipline and obedience
which contributes to the unity
required to be God’s instrument
during this week. It is helpful to
begin thinking of yourselves as
missionaries. Remind yourselves
that you are God’s instrument
that through you, the eyes and
hearts of others will be opened to
the risen Christ. The Mission
Team is the instrument: it is GOD who
wields the instrument according to God’s
plan.

As our Mission Team begins to comprehend
its ministering role in this light, our
members will indeed have begun to
surrender “self” to the power of Christ at
work in us. This is the beginning of the inner
spiritual sensitivity so vital to the ministry of
the Mission Team — the inner witness of
God working through you to reach those we
minister to. When this happens, those we
serve will not see us, but rather they will see
the Lord Jesus Christ.

- The Donnels Creek Church of the Brethren

A


mailto:kdjamison@voyager.net

Comparieros en Ministerio
PO Box 37
Rushville, IN 46173

Website: companerospartners.org
Phone: 937-456-5889
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To submit articles

If you have any news you’d like

to share, perhaps a story of an

encounter you recently were a

part of, please feel free to submit

it by email to Sharon Fellers at

boshky@embargmail.com
cdcd
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Secretary/Material Witness:
Ruth Ann Jamison

Vice President:

Bruce Hostetler

President:

Keith Jamison

To

cddcdccddcdc

CeM's Vision

enhance cross-cultural relationship

through encounters and exchanges based on
the eternal foundation of Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord.

cddcdccddcdc
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